The development of the first nurse-led bronchoscopy post in the United Kingdom.
Nurses routinely practice Gastrointestinal endoscopy in the United Kingdom (UK) but, to our knowledge, bronchoscopy has never been introduced as a nursing discipline. The need for a nurse bronchoscopist was identified within our respiratory unit and the post was developed. This process involved: (1) seeking a precedent for the role of nurse bronchoscopist, (2) designing an appropriate teaching programme, (3) obtaining hospital accreditation for the programme, (4) supervising and completing the training, and (5) implementing a nurse-led bronchoscopy service. The development phase took approximately 1 year. No precedent was found for nurse-led bronchoscopy in the UK or elsewhere. The training programme defined minimum entry requirements and was modelled on UK nurse GI endoscopy training and the British Thoracic Society bronchoscopy guidelines. The role of nurse bronchoscopist was deemed to comply with professional codes of nursing practice by the chief nurse and the hospital management board authorised a service framework for the post. The first trainee completed the programme in January 2003 and has now examined 125 patients independently [endobronchial tumour biopsy hit-rate = 95% (95% CI 76-99%)]. The post of nurse bronchoscopist has been successfully developed and accredited within our hospital.